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SANSKRIT 0499/02
Paper 2 Literature and Epic Civilisation May/June 2019
 1 hour 30 minutes
Additional Materials: Answer Booklet/Paper

READ THESE INSTRUCTIONS FIRST

If you have been given an Answer Booklet, follow the instructions on the front cover of the Booklet.
Write your centre number, candidate number and name on all the work you hand in.
Write in dark blue or black pen.
Do not use staples, paper clips, glue or correction fluid.
DO NOT WRITE IN ANY BARCODES.

In Sanskrit passages, underlined words are glossed.

Answer all questions.

At the end of the examination, fasten all your work securely together.
The number of marks is given in brackets [ ] at the end of each question or part question.
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1 Mahābhārata (adapted text)

 Read the following Sanskrit passage. Do not write out a translation. Answer all the questions. Your 
answers should be in English, with Sanskrit names in transliteration.

 (a) What was King Duṣyanta doing in the forest? (line 1) [2]

 (b) Translate ‘antataḥ saḥ dhīmataḥ kaṇvasya āśramam āgacchat ’. (lines 1 and 2) [4]

 (c) Name the mother of Śakuntalā. (line 5) [1]

 (d) Which two things did Śakuntalā tell King Duṣyanta to do? (line 6) [2]

 (e) Translate ‘acireṇa tayoḥ vivāhaḥ āsīt ’. (lines 6 and 7) [3]

 (f) Name two qualities demonstrated in lines 7 to 10 which suggest that Bharata will become a 
great leader. In your view, how useful would these qualities be in leaders today? [3]

 [Total: 15 marks]
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2 Mahābhārata – Bhagavad Gītā

 Read the following Sanskrit verses. Do not write out a translation. Answer all the questions. Your 
answers should be in English, with Sanskrit names in transliteration.

 Chap. 2, verse 3; Chap. 3, verse 19; Chap. 9, verse 4

 (a) (i) To whom does ‘pārtha’ (line 1) refer? [1]

  (ii) What does this name literally mean? [1]

 (b) (i) Translate the compound ‘hṛdayadaurbalyam’. (line 2) [2]

  (ii) Name the type of compound. [1]

 (c) Translate lines 3 and 4. [6]

 (d) With what type of form does Kṛṣṇa pervade the whole universe? (line 5) [1]

 (e) Kṛṣṇa says that all beings dwell in Him, but He does not dwell in them (line 6).
  Write down your understanding of this statement. [3]

 [Total: 15 marks]
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3 Sanskrit Epic Civilisation

 (a) Briefly explain the following:

  (i) sthiti [2]

  (ii) antaḥkaraṇa [2]

  (iii) mokṣa [2]

  (iv) vikalpa [2]

 (b) What are the ‘jñānendriyāṇi’ and the ‘karmendriyāṇi’ ? Give one example of each. [4]

 (c) Briefly explain each of the following Sanskrit terms:

  (i) dhātu [2]

  (ii) pratyaya [2]

  (iii) yogasūtrāṇi [2]

  (iv) mantra [2]

 (d) Pārvatī, the power of law, is the consort of Śiva. Name in Sanskrit the consort of either 
Brahmā or Viṣṇu, and say in English what her power is. [1]

 (e) A yakṣa is a guardian spirit. Name in Sanskrit two other celestial beings along with English 
translations for each. [4]

 (f) Write a short essay of about 100 words, in English, on one of the following:

  EITHER
  (i) Explain the system of karma and saṃskāra, and say whether you think this is a helpful 

way of viewing life.

  OR
  (ii) Tapas can be viewed as a disciplined action that purifies and enhances energy. Give 

examples of tapas in Sanskrit epic literature. In your view, can disciplined action enhance 
energy in modern life? [10]

 [Total: 35 marks]
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4 Hitopadeśa

 Read the following Sanskrit passage. Do not write out a translation. Answer all the questions. Your 
answers should be in English, with Sanskrit names in transliteration.

 An old tiger offers something valuable to passing travellers.

 (a) Where was the speaker of this passage travelling? (line 1) [2]

 (b) Where was the old tiger, and what had he just done? (lines 1 and 2) [3]

 (c) (i) Translate the compound ‘kuśahastaḥ’. (line 2) [2]

  (ii) Name the type of compound. [1]

 (d) What does the old tiger offer to travellers? (line 2) [2]

 (e) Translate ‘tadvacanam ākarṇya bhayāt ko ’pi tatpārśvaṃ na bhajate’. (line 3) [5]

 (f) What does the compound ‘lobhākṛṣṭena’ mean? (line 4) [2]

 (g) How, in your view, are the two verses in lines 6 and 7, and 9 and 10, typical of verses found in 
Hitopadeśa stories? Refer to both verses to support your answer. [8]

 [Total: 25 marks]
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